RICE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS — MINUTES

3000 Church Road, Mountaintop, PA
JANUARY 3, 2022

The duly advertised regular meeting of the Rice Township Board of Supervisors was held on Monday, January
3,2022, at the Rice Township Municipal Building, 3000 Church Road, Mountaintop immediately following the
Reorganization Meeting. Copies of the Agenda, draft minutes of the previous meetings and Treasurer Reports
were available to the public. Chair Robert Pipech called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. It was announced
that the meeting was being recorded for preparing the minutes. Interior cameras were also recording the
meeting,

ROLL CALL: Arnold - here
Pipech - here
Smith . - here

Also present were: Please see attached sign in sheet.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Chairman Pipech called for public comment but there was none.

ENGINEER'S REPORT: Engineer Pasonick reported that no progress has been made on the dam due to the
weather and water falling over the spillway. Pasonick added that he was developing specifications for the bid
package for the 2022 paving project. Pipech asked him to develop estimates for the stormwater projects which
could be funded by ARPA.

BUSINESS MATTERS:

MOTION by Arnold, second by Smith, to accept the Minutes of the regular meeting on December 7, 2021.
ROLI CALL: Arnold - yes Pipech - yes Smith - yes

MOTION CARRIED.

Received the Treasurer's Report for December, 2021: Treasurer Beck referred to the attached check register,
noting the receipt of the pickleball grant reimbursement of $31,171 the refunds to donors toward the new court
and the transfer from the Money Market Account since January is a slow EIT receipt month. Referring to the
General Fund Budget versus Actual, Beck noted that property tax receipts actually fell slightly but EIT was
above budget by $87K and above last year by about $51K. Beck concluded that the General Fund would post
about a real $41K surplus after the ARPA grant. Beck reported that the Liquid Fuels Budget versus Actual was
close for the year, off because of higher-than-expected repairs to the trucks. General Fund balances totaled
$441,943.26; Liquid IFuels balances totaled $34,685.36; Recreation Fund balances totaled $2,468.61, all for a
total of $479,097.23 cash on hand. Restricted balances include $500.16 in the DCNR. grant account, $5,003.15
in the Developers” Escrow Account and $180,266.78 in the ARPA account for a total of $185,770.09 of
restricted funds. Pipech added that Beck and he will visit Senator Baker concerning the application for the LSA
grant to replace the two 2005 Public Works trucks.

MOTION by Smith, second by Arnold, to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented, and all bills to be paid.
ROLL CALL: Arnold - yes Pipech - yes Smith - yes

MOTION CARRIED.
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BUSINESS MATTERS (Cont):

Received the Roadmaster's Report for December, 2021: Roadmaster Pipech reported that the Publics Works
team had been clearing roads and applying salt and anti-skid for 2 storms. Pipech also noted that a tree
contractor would be giving estimates for the two trees on Heslop Road.

MOTION by Arnold, second by Smith, to accept the Roadmaster's Report as presented.

ROLL CALL: Arnold - yes Pipech - yes Smith - yes

MOTION CARRIED?

Received the Police Report for December, 2021 presented by Chief Ehret:

MOTTION by Smith, second by Pipech, to accept the Police Report as presented.

ROLL CALL: Amold - yes Pipech - yes Smith - yes
MOTION CARRIED.

There was no Zoning Report for December, 2021 since there was no activity:

Received the SEO Report for December, 2021: There was no SEO report

MOTION by Smith, second by Arnold, to ratify the decision by poll to authorize Chief Ehret to advertise for a
new police officer due to the resignation of Patrolman Hashagen.

ROLL CALIL: Arnold - yes Pipech - yes Smith - yes

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Arnold, second by Smith, to submit a new Salt Contract Participation Agreement to DGS
COSTARS for the August 2022-July 2023 Season. We requested 500 tons for the 2021-2022 Season.
ROLL CALIL: Arnold - yes Pipech - yes Smith - yes
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Smith, second by Arnold, to pay the Secretary/Treasurer's Health Care Expenses for 2022 as
stated in the annual petition for coverage in accordance with the Township’s Personnel Manual, not as
compensation, saving the Township an estimated $17,648 in health care expenses this year.

ROLL CALL: Arnold - yes Pipech - yes Smith - yes

MOTION CARRIED.

Pipech reported that the Auditors meeting will be 5:00 PM tomorrow, January 4, 2022 as advertised; that the
Planning Commission met on December 15%, 2021 and draft minutes are, available; that the Wright Township
Volunteer Fire Company Fire Police Incident Recap was received and reported by Arnold; that the Rice
Township books were closed December 31, 2020 and an Audit of the Township books will be conducted; and
that with the snow season here, the Police Department asked that residents remove all portable basketball hoops
and refrain from parking on township roads or rights-of-way during storms for safe snow removal; and that .
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SOLICITOR'S REPORT: There was no report from the Solicitor’s office.

PUBLIC COMMENT: In response to Smith’s question, the LED electronic sign and new website are on the
list of to-dos for 2022. Auditor Felicia Bierzynski expressed concern about vandalism of the train historic sign
on Henry Drive but Arnold responded that the owner had taken it down for repair. Arnold responded to her
other question that Chair Rodgers, Arnold and Guydish are on the Parks and Recreation Board and they will
seek another two members. Pipech noted that employee Roger Duffy will likely be out another 6 weeks.
Pipech reported that the eastern side of the 40 Willoweby site is not leased to FirstLight Fiber for a total of
about $42,000 annually. Pipech asked Ehret to talk to Pettit about moving the truck out of the 40 Willoweby

Garage.

MOTION by Smith, second by Arnold, to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m..

Respectfully submitted:

Jeffrey D. Beck
Secretary/Treasurer



